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The National Youth Consensus for Peace (NYCP) is a movement of youth-led organizations
and young leaders from all the 34 provinces of Afghanistan, advancing the role of youth in
the Afghan Peace Process.
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The National Youth Consensus for Peace (NYCP) is a movement of youth-led
organizations and young leaders from all the 34 provinces of Afghanistan, advancing
the role of youth in the Afghan Peace Process.

In spite of Afghan youth's major role to strengthen Afghanistan's delicate democracy,
young Afghans, the country's today's leaders and future's shapers, have been largely
excluded from this peace process. This is not only contrary to common expectations; it
also goes against the U.N. Security Council resolution 2513 in March 2020 when it
stresses on the "importance of the effective and meaningful participation of youth in
the peace process" and states that "any political settlement must respond to the strong
desire of Afghans to sustain gains achieved since 2001."

In Afghanistan, this lack of inclusion matters even more than in most countries. The
Afghan youth, defined as aged 18-35 years old by the country's National Youth Policy,
constitutes more than 67% of the population, with a national average age of 18.4 years
old, making Afghanistan the youngest country in the world outside the continent of
Africa.

The young Afghans consist of the most educated populace the country has ever seen.
However, they still face serious hurdles and prolonged lack of space for meaningful
engagement in the country's peace process, and decision makings in general.

Yahya Qanie - Article PDF 1



"The government is just telling the world that they are engaging with the voices of the
youth but in reality, it's just for show, they're not really listening to us." Said Breshna
Musazai, Peace Ambassador of One Young World and Member of National Youth
Consensus for Peace, to Natasha Phillips at The Independent.

Considering the absence of Afghan youth's meaningful participation in the peace
process, a group of around 240 youth organizations and peace activists from all the 34
provinces of Afghanistan formed the "National Youth Consensus for Peace"; a two-fold
mechanism aiming to: 1) raise awareness about the barriers to bring about peace in
Afghanistan while voicing the demands of young Afghans in the run-up to the
intra-Afghan peace talks; and to 2) present a mechanism, containing a set of
constructive guidelines, to the government of Afghanistan and the international
community for engagement of youth in the Afghan peace process.

The reality is that the generation of Afghan youth has only ever known war and
violence, yet have long been on the front lines of peacebuilding - from mediating local
disputes, to advocating for democratic processes, to creating their own space for
supporting their fellows - pushing for an end to the country's nearly four decades of
war.

Young Afghans are innovative, optimistic, and resourceful. With the right tools and
space, they - whom again, form the vast majority of the population - would have the
ability to transform the country by affecting positive change into their communities,
and by extension, into Afghanistan as a whole.

Above all and in spite of these challenges, young people are continuing to make a
positive difference. They are active part and raining their voices, caring for their
country and their future, supporting their peers and reaching out to help their country -
and they have more to offer. The government of Afghanistan and International
Community must support, recognize and respect their contribution.
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